
 
 

 

 
 

 Paris, 25 June 2018 

PRESS RELEASE 

LAUNCH OF THE NATIONAL EXPLORATORY MEASUREMENT CAMPAIGN  
FOR PESTICIDE RESIDUES IN AIR 

ANSES, INERIS and the network of approved air quality monitoring associations (AASQAs) 
coordinated by ATMO France are today launching a campaign to measure pesticide residues in air. 
This first national campaign aims to improve knowledge of the pesticides found in ambient air and 
thus gain a better understanding of the exposure of the French population. This campaign will 
ultimately be used to define a surveillance strategy for pesticides in air. 

 
Establishing national-level surveillance of pesticide residues in air is a priority defined in the 
framework of the Government's action plan on plant protection products and the 2017-2021 
national plan for the reduction of atmospheric pollutant emissions (PREPA). In an expert appraisal 
report published in October 2017, following a formal request by the Ministries of Agriculture, 
Ecology, Health and Labour, ANSES made recommendations on how to implement and conduct an 
exploratory campaign with a view to achieving this surveillance. In light of these recommendations, a 
partnership was established between ANSES, INERIS and the ATMO France Federation to define and 
carry out this campaign. It is being conducted within the framework of the phytopharmacovigilance 
scheme run by ANSES. 
 

Testing for 80 active substances at 50 sampling sites  

This one-year exploratory campaign will include the analysis of around 80 substances at 50 different 
measurement sites in metropolitan France and the French overseas territories, leading to a total of 
around 1500 samples over the duration of the campaign. 
The distribution of the sampling sites was chosen to take account of the different types of residential 
areas (52% urban/suburban and 48% rural sites) and agricultural production areas (40% arable 
farming, 22% wine-growing, 22% tree-growing, 14% market gardening and 6% livestock sites). 
Between one and six sites per region were therefore selected to cover the different situations of 
exposure to pesticides in air. 

The targeted substances are used in plant protection products as well as in certain biocides, 
veterinary medicinal products and antiparasitics for human use. They were prioritised by ANSES on 
the basis of their hazard characteristics and criteria for use, emission and persistence in air. 



To conduct this campaign, a harmonised measurement protocol for the entire country, funded by the 
French Agency for Biodiversity (AFB) under the Ecophyto plan, was defined on the basis of ANSES's 
recommendations and metrological validation by INERIS as part of its work for the Central Laboratory 
for Air Quality Monitoring (LCSQA), in conjunction with the approved air quality monitoring 
associations (AASQAs) ATMO Grand Est and Air PACA. Co-financing for the sampling systems needed 
for the campaign was also provided by the Ministry of Ecology. 

 

An ANSES/INERIS/ATMO France cooperation 

The AASQAs, coordinated by ATMO France, will be conducting the sampling in the field and using 
their regional expertise to roll out the campaign at the local level. As the campaign coordinator, 
INERIS will provide the necessary technical support for the measurements, manage the analysis of 
the samples and exploit the data with the help of the various partners. ANSES is offering scientific 
support and funding for this campaign. 

This exploratory campaign, the first of its kind to be conducted on a national scale, will be used to 
define the terms of a long-term national strategy for monitoring pesticide residues in ambient air. 
The data collected will be added to the national air quality database "GEOD'AIR" and will help 
establish an overview of pesticide residue levels in ambient air. 

This overview is necessary for making comparisons with the data collected through specific studies, 
aimed at assessing the exposure of populations living near pesticide emission sources, in particular 
the forthcoming study on exposure to pesticides of residents in agricultural areas, soon to be carried 
out by ANSES and the French Public Health Agency (SPF). 

This work is being funded by, and falls within the framework of, the phytopharmacovigilance scheme 
set up by ANSES in 2015, whose purpose is to monitor the adverse effects of plant protection 
products.  

 

 

 

 

 

Press liaison: 

ANSES: presse@anses.fr – +33 (0)1 49 77 27 80 
INERIS: karine.grimault@ineris.fr – +33 (0)6 49 33 49 60 

ATMO France: awa.traore@atmo-france.org – +33 (0)6 23 11 74 69 
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ANNEX: 
 

Planned list of substances for the national exploratory measurement 
campaign for pesticide residues in air  

 
 

 

2,4 D 
2,4 DB 
Abamectin 
Acetochlor 
Aldrin 
Amitrole 
Bifenthrin 
Boscalid 
Bromadiolone  
Bromoxynil 
Butralin 
Carbetamide 
Chlordane (cis, trans) 
Chlordecone 
Chlormequat 
Chlorothalonil 
Chlorpropham 
Chlorpyrifos 
Chlorpyrifos-methyl 
Clomazone 
Cymoxanil 
Cypermethrin 
Cyproconazole 
Cyprodinil 
Deltamethrin 
Dicamba 
Dicloran 
Dicofol 
Dieldrin 
Difenoconazole 
 

Diflufenican  
Dimethenamid-p 
Dimethoate 
Diuron 
Endrin 
Epoxiconazole 
Ethion 
Ethoprophos 
Etofenprox 
Fenarimol 
Fenpropidin 
Fipronil 
Fluazinam 
Flumetralin 
Fluopyram 
Folpet 
Glufosinate 
Glyphosate 
Heptachlor 
Iprodione 
Lambda-cyhalothrin 
Lenacil 
Lindane 
Linuron 
Mancozeb 
Maneb 
Metamitron 
Metazachlor 
Metiram 
Metribuzin 
 

Mirex 
Myclobutanil  
Oryzalin  
Oxadiazon 
Oxyfluorfen 
Pendimethalin 
Pentachlorophenol 
Permethrin 
Phosmet 
Picloram 
Piperonyl butoxide 
Prochloraz 
Propyzamide 
Prosulfocarb 
Pyrimethanil 
Pirimicarb 
Quinmerac 
S-metolachlor 
Spiroxamine 
Tebuconazole 
Tebuthiuron 
Tembotrione 
Terbutryn 
Thiram 
Tolylfluanid 
Toxaphene 
Triadimenol 
Triallate 
Trifloxystrobin 
Zeta-cypermethrin 

 


