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Paris, 09 December 2016
Press release

Seven public organisations for research, expert appraisal and risk assessment in the
areas of health and the environment commit to promoting openness to society in their
work

ANSES', BRGM?, IFSTTAR?, INERIS®, IRSN®, IRSTEA® and Santé publique France’ today sign a
charter for openness to society. Despite their diversity, these seven public organisations all
fulfil a common role in the general interest: assessment of risks in the areas of health and the
environment and of methods for reducing risk, with a view to supporting decision making.
Through the signing of this charter, they affirm or reaffirm their shared commitment to
dialogue with the players of civil society within the context of their expert appraisal and
research activities.

Initially signed in 2008 by ANSES (AFSSET at the time), INERIS and IRSN, and joined in 2011 by
IRSTEA (CEMAGREEF at the time) and IFSTTAR, the charter for openness to society has now been
adopted by two new public organisations, the BRGM and Santé publique France, both of whom
identify with the shared values and commitments espoused by the charter.

Through their signing of the charter, they commit to pursuing openness and transparency in their
research, expert appraisal and risk assessment processes, to promoting the exchange of available
scientific knowledge and of the uncertainties surrounding it, and to improving the consideration of
stakeholders’ contributions to the research and risk assessment process.

The seven public organisations that have signed the charter are charged with providing the State with
scientific and technical support in areas of health and environmental risks, in order to assist in decision
making. The charter that was signed today aims to build shared understanding with stakeholders of
the complexity of the issues surrounding risk situations and of the alternatives that make it possible to
effectively deal with them. It helps to boost the quality of the work that these organisations provide to
policy makers, as well as to support society's confidence in the decision-making process.

View the charter for openness to society (in French)

Press liaison:
ANSES: 01 49 77 27 80 — elena.seite@anses.fr
IRSTEA: 01 40 96 61 30 — cecile.bittoun@irstea.fr
IFSTTAR: 01 81 66 82 15— 06 19 71 21 95 — emilie.vidal@ifsttar.fr
INERIS: 03 44 55 63 01 — cecile.bittoun@irstea.fr
IRSN: 01 58 35 70 33 — pascale.portes@irsn.fr
BRGM: Arthur de Pas - 02 38 64 46 65 — 06 84 27 94 14 — presse@brgm.fr

! French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety

? Bureau de recherches géologiques et miniéres [French Bureau of Geological and Mining Research]

® |nstitut francais des sciences et technologies des transports, de I'aménagement et des réseaux [French
Institute for transportation, planning and network science and technology]

* Institut national de I'environnement industriel et des risques [National Institute for the Industrial Environment
and Risks]

> Institut de radioprotection et de sireté nucléaire [French Radioprotection and Nuclear Safety Institute]

® Centre national du machinisme agricole, du génie rural, des eaux et des foréts [National Centre for
Agricultural and Environmental Engineering Research]
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